Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LIMA 02108 141933Z 

42 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ARAE-00 SY-05 USSS-00 SS-15 A-01 NSC-05 

CPR-01 PRS-01 L-02 FBO-02 SP-02 ABF-01 /046 W 
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P 141741Z MAR 75 

FM AMEMBASSY LIMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4306 

CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 2108 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PE 

SUB J : BOMBING OF PERUVIAN CONSULATE IN PUERTO RICO 
REF: (A) STATE 05601 (B) LIMA A-202 

1. REFTEL ASKS EMBASSY TO FORWARD TO FONOFF NOTE EXPLAINING 
WHY USG DECLINES COMPENSATION TO THE GOP FOR DAMAGES 
SUFFERED IN A JULY 26, 1974 BOMBING OF THE PERUVIAN CONSULATE 
IN PUERTO RICO. THE EMBASSY REFERRED PERUVIAN CONSULATE 
CLAIM TO DEPARTMENT BY REF AIRGRAM DATED SEPT 9, 1974. 

2. WE BELIEVE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION SET FORTH IN REFTEL 
WILL ADVERSELY AFFECT OUR FEBRUARY 19, 1975 REQUEST TO THE 
GOP FOR COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGES SUFFERED BY THE EMBASSY IN 
FEBRUARY 5 DISTURBANCES. (EMBASSY DAMAGE IS ESTIMATED AT 
$8,000; DESTRUCTION OF PEACE CORPS PROPERTY IS ESTIMATED 

AT AN ADDITIONAL $5,000.) PROPOSED TIMING IS ALSO 
UNFORTUNATE SINCE WE HAVE RECEIVED NO PERUVIAN REPLY 
AS YET TO EMBASSY'S FEBRUARY NOTE. WE BELIEVE THAT IF GOP 
WERE INCLINED TO ACCEPT FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
DAMAGES TO U.S. EMBASSY AND PROPERTY, DEPARTMENT REASONING 
ON PUERTO RICO CONSULATE CASE WOULD CAUSE THAT INCLINATION 
TO FADE. GOP IS LIKELY TO VIEW PUERTO RICAN CONSULATE BOMBING 
AND FEBRUARY 5 DAMAGE TO EMBASSY AS SIMILAR INCIDENTS. 

3. WE PROPOSE TO HOLD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 

NOTE IN REPLY TO PERUVIAN CLAIM TO AFFORD DEPARTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
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REVIEW ITS POSITION ON PERUVIAN CONSULATE CLAIM IN LIGHT OF U.S. 
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EMBASSY CLAIM. 

DEAN 
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